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Who are Sengwer Indigenous Peoples?
An ethnic minority hunter-
gatherer characterized by non-
recognition; marginalization; mal-
representation; landlessness; 
insecurity; oppression and 
discrimination.

Population estimated to be 25000

Victims of colonial and post 
colonial historical injustices

Live in Cherangany Hills - one 
of the five water towers

Forcefully evicted and displaced 
from their ancestral lands in the 
forests and plains

Achievements:
Recognized by GOK as Indigenous Peoples 
National Land Policy seeks to redress 
historical injustices as from 1895
Proposed Constitution of Kenya if passed
Will empower them socially, economically, 
culturally and politically



Participatory 3 Dimensional Mapping of part 
of our ancestral lands in Cherangany Hills
The purpose of mapping was to:-

 Protect and promote traditional 
knowledge

 Support constitutional civil suits

 Effectively negotiate with KfW Dev’ 
Bank (Germany)

 Identify fragile ecosystems

 Resolve conflict

Support: First Peoples Worldwide, Rainforest 

Foundation (UK), ERMIS AFRICA, IPACC



Findings of the Participatory 3 Dimensional Mapping
Climate Change is a reality.

Indicators

 Drying of rivers

No more snow

Scarcity of food

Change in rainfall pattern and honey 
harvesting seasons

Impacts

Diseases

Flooding

Drought

Landslides

Causes

Deforestation

Encroachment

Discriminatory policies

Adaptation:

Promote -

Indigenous seeds

Traditional economies

Agricultural biodiversity

Rehabilitation

Undertake -

Review of Policies  and legislation

Recognize and protect –

Ancestral land rights



Indigenous Peoples and Agrobiodiversity

Agricultural biodiversity is defined by FAO as ‘the variety and 
variability of animals, plants and micro-organisms which are 
necessary to sustain key functions of the agro-ecosystem in support 
of food production and food security’.

Agrobiodiversity :- Promotes mixed farming, intercropping, crop 
rotation, composting, green manures and cover crops. Hence it -

Builds soil organic matter and fertility

Reduces  erosion

Increases production

Reduces floods

Increases storage of carbon below the ground



Recommendations

Research and 
documentation

Review policies and 
legislation

Capacity building of 
IPOs and Communities

Curriculum in schools

Challenges and Recommendations
Challenges

Lack of documentation

Discriminatory policies 
against hunter-gatherers

Inadequate capacity

Non-recognition of 
traditional knowledge 
and economies
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