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Overview

ÅIntroducing the PAR

ÅThe project on climate change

ÅThe synthesis report

ÅLessons learnt

ÅConclusions and recommendations

ÅChallenges ahead and opportunities



Overall goal

ÅEnhance the sustainable 

management and use of 

agrobiodiversity

ÅPromote research on the 

sustainable use and 

management of 

agrobiodiversity.

Objectives:

ÅABD knowledge base

ÅIdentify how ABD can 

contribute to addressing 

some of the major global 

challenges faced today

ÅIdentify and facilitate 

partnerships



The project on climate change

Å The Christensen Fund 
supports the projectsô work

Å The Platform for

Agrobiodiversity Research 

Å is implementing

Å Bioversity International hosts 
the secretariat of ñThe 
Platformò and the project

Å A first workshop was held in 
FAO, February 08



The synthesis report

ÅChiang Mai

ÅMapping the 
information

ÅSynthesis 
report



Charting Adaptation
The responses from indigenous and 

rural communities to change and 
how diversity is supporting 

adaptation are being charted and 
represented on an interactive map



Lessons learnt
Adaptation dynamics



Conclusions and 
recommendations

ÅThree general conclusions

ïAdapting involves a range of different 
actions at all three levels;

ïInnovation is based on both TK and 
new information; the social cultural 
and political dimensions are key;

ïUse of traditional crop and livestock 
species/varieties/breeds, with new 
materials has been a common feature



ïThe resilience of local food 
systems and their adaptation to 
change can be enhanced through 
a strategy of diversification;

ïEcosystem protection and 
restoration can reduce the 
adverse effects of climate change 
on local food systems;

ïResilience and adaptability seem 
to be enhanced by the use of 
sustainable agricultural practices;

Conclusions 
and 

recomm .

On diversity



ïMaintenance of intra - and 
inter -species and access to 
new diversity;

ïThe need to adapt to climate 
change has often led to the 
revival of traditional practices;

ïThe continuous process of 
innovation required involves 
the use of traditional 
knowledge combined with 
access to new knowledge;

Conclusions 
and 

recomm .
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ïAdaptation solutions are local;

ïAdaptation activities are undertaken at community level;

ïLocal agrobiodiversity -based solutions create opportunities for 
integration of adaptation and protection of indigenous 
peoplesô rights;

Conclusions 
and 

recomm .

Social 

networks



ÅDevelop indicators of adaptation, adaptability and 
resilience;

Å Support for, and maintenance of, local social and 
cultural institutions;

ÅEmpowering communities;

ÅEnsure access to and maintenance of diversity;

Å Locally based selection or breeding activities; 

Å Support the maintenance of TK combined with access 
to new information and materials;

Å Support the development and adoption of locally 
appropriate improved agronomic practices;

Challenges and
opportunities



To recap

ÅABD has a key role 
to play in 
adaptation to 
climate change 
and to improving 
adaptability and 
resilience in agro -
ecosystems
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é AND 
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